DIY

HANDBOOK
Having played in the do-it-yourself space for many years, learning lessons
both practical and painful, we remain convinced that few things are quite as
satisfying as a DIY job well done. We hope you enjoy our latest DIY Handbook
and its eclectic mix of weekend challenges, handy hints for the home, garden
and garage, and more. If all goes according to plan, it will inspire you to get up
from the couch and tackle that long-postponed project.
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Handy hints
NO FIRELIGHTERS?
TRY THIS
A friend showed me this one afternoon
when we were about to light the braai
but found we had forgotten to buy
firelighters. Roll toilet paper around your
hand about 10 times, then scrunch it
into a tight ball. You’ll need about four
or five balls. Next, pour cooking oil into
a small bowl and dip each toilet paper
ball into the oil, letting it soak up the oil
(leave a small section dry to allow easy
lighting). Once they get going, these
firelighters will burn just as well as the
conventional kind, and they’re cheaper!
ANTON GRUBER
EDENVALE

REBELLIOUS REMOTES
Our DStv and TV remotes tend to
become rebellious after prolonged use,
and strangely, the problem appears to
be much worse in winter.
Here’s my fix: disassemble the remote
and wash the rubber keypad with lukewarm water and a dash of dishwashing
liquid, then rinse well and allow it to dry
properly. Next, clean the PCB contacts
with an earbud dipped in medicinal
alcohol. Once all is dry, reassemble the
remote. This fix should last for at least
six months.
DR ARIE WESSELS
ARIEWESSELS@GMAIL.COM

FORGET BLUETOOTH, TRY
IT MY WAY
Bluetooth-enabled speakers and sound
systems are expensive, so I found an
easy way to transmit audio from my
phone or PC to my home sound system.
I connected a 12V power supply to an
aftermarket car 12V socket to power
an FM modulator. Once the modulator
audio-in was connected to my home PC
audio-out, I was able to stream music
from tunein.com to my home sound
system.
It works great. The FM modulator

SMELLY SNEAKERS
Here’s another use for those small packets of silica gel you find in
electronic equipment boxes. My son had a serious problem with smelly takkies,
and nothing seemed to work.
As a last resort, I suggested he try the large packets of silica gel I had lying around:
he placed one in each takkie and left it overnight – and the problem was solved.
It seems that by removing all moisture from the shoes, you also kill the bacteria
responsible for the smell.
PIETER BOTES
PRETORIA

(from Homemark) and aftermarket 12V
socket were bought at Builders Warehouse for R150 and the old power supply
was sourced from my old stuff. All in
all, it cost just R150 to stream Internet
music to my home sound system.
RIAAN COETZER
KEMPTON PARK

BRUSHING UP
I keep a supply of used toothbrushes
in my workshop, where they come in
handy for a number of tasks. For example, when a sanding belt is clogged, I
hold a toothbrush handle against it to
remove the sawdust; the bristles are
great for getting glue into hard-to-reach
surfaces in mortices and split timber;
they serve as disposable paint brushes
for those small touch-ups in areas that
don’t justify cleaning a brush.

SLIP ‘N SLIDE (NOT)
To equip your ladder with non-slip, nonscratch feet, wrap the ends with sections
of bicycle tyre, screwed or pop-riveted
into place through the side wall. Ask
a cycle shop for a used knobbly tyre
or buy a small tyre for a children’s bike.

COLIN CLARKE
RONDEBOSCH

CREATE MORE KITCHEN
WORKSPACE
Owning a glass cooking hob is great.
Running out of kitchen counter space
is not so great. I solved our problem by
fabricating a square frame and using
aluminium tread plate to create a new
work surface (see picture). It is now
easy to place shopping or mixing bowls
on the fragile glass hob without risk of
damage. It should also work for spiral
and solid plate hobs. When you’ve used
the stove, make sure the plates are cold
before replacing the cover.

GEOFF LINE
VIA E-MAIL
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Easy stapling -

Handy hints
IT’S A KIND OF MAGIC
Many people have been driven to distraction by gusts of wind that blow out the
match flames when they’re trying to light
campfires. Here’s my solution – keep a
packet of novelty (“magic”) candles in
your camping kit. They will re-light themselves whenever it happens, giving you
extra opportunities to get your fire going.

GETTING A GRIP
My wife, Moira, was looking for a pair of
wooden tongs for removing toast from
a toaster (we’ll assume everyone knows
metal tongs are less than sensible –
editor) but had no success, so I decided
to seek the help of Google, which came
up with the following link: http://bit.ly/
1iqmOny
Going there, I discovered I was
reading an article from the March 1976
edition of Popular Mechanics – and that
brought a smile. But then I found the
perfect solution, making a pair of tongs
from some scrap wood I found in the
garage (see picture). It was easy, and my
wife is happy.

BEN FOURIE
GEORGE

DEDICATED BILTONG
PRUNER
If you’re lucky enough to be given a few
sticks of biltong, you might be tempted
to use an extra-sharp pocket knife to cut
it into bite-sized pieces. However, this
isn’t the best tool for the job, and you
run the very real risk of cutting yourself.
Instead, buy yourself a good pair of
pruning shears: it will cut through biltong
like a hot knife through butter. If treated
well and used only for this purpose, it
will last many seasons before it needs to
be sharpened.
G BREEDT
HERMANUS

IF THE CAPS FITS…
While visiting a friend, I noticed her
opening the fridge and taking a bowl
covered with a shower cap. My interest
was immediately pricked because I am
always looking for household hints to
use and share with others, so I asked
her or an explanation. Her response: the
shower cap’s elastic makes it easy to
cover dishes, doing away with the hassle of trying to remove cling wrap, which
then needs to be discarded. I have been
using shower caps to cover my fridge
bowls ever since.
KATHY COTTERRELL
SOUTH WESTERN DISTRICTS
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When driving in deep sand, keep a few
hessian bags behind your seat. If you
become stuck, fill the bags with sand
(overlap the tops to keep the sand sealed
inside) and wedge them firmly in front
of or behind the stuck tyre, depending
on which way you want the vehicle to
move. Sand gives way when pressure is
applied, but when contained in a hessian
bag, it cannot escape, so your vehicle will
be able to free itself. Happy overlanding!

Compact Cordless Tacker PTK 3,6 LI.

ALF STOCKTON
VIA E-MAIL

MACGYVER WINS
AGAIN
With a household of four pre-teen
children, our poor old dishwater
often has to accommodate more
dirty cups and glasses than plates.
I’ve found that when you stack them
on top of each other, they almost
always need to be washed twice
because the spray arms don’t reach
everywhere (the cups, not the kids).
Although the bottom dish rack
often has space left over, it’s designed for larger items such as bowls
and plates, so I’ve figured out a way
of making it accommodate cups and
glasses. I unclipped the two plastic
grids that usually hold down the
glasses in the top rack and incorporated them into the bottom rack
by means of cable ties, closing the
large holes in order to put in more
cups beside the plate pegs. I’ve not
encountered any problems, and the
cleaning and drying functions seem
to be working normally.

anytime and any where.

NO CRACKS UNDER
PRESSURE
Not all walls are created equal.
Some eventually crack under
pressure, leaving an ugly ruin. The
solution? Replace the old wall with
this affordable, easy-to-build gabion
look-alike. It’s made from painted
timber sleepers, with pebbles tightly
packed behind a mesh screen.
MORNE PIETERSE
IRON KNUCKLES DESIGN

DRIES CORNELIUS
CENTURION

DON’T NEGLECT YOUR GARAGE
Like so many homeowners, we lived with a pretty house and an ugly double garage
for many years. Because the garage was merely a place to store a car, we didn’t give
any thought to the aesthetics (or lack thereof) of its brown-stained tilt-up doors and
boring aspect, which actually ruined the look of our house because it faced the street.
Then a designer friend gave a couple of good ideas: build a wooden pergola over the
garage entrance and paint the doors in a pleasant pastel shade. Our house has been
transformed, and we’re very happy.

QUENTIN VAN DEN BERGH
EDENVALE

Get to Builders. Get it done!

JO HARRISON
CONSTANTIA HILLS

The Cordless Tacker PTK 3,6 LI.
The smallest lithium-ion tacker
in its class makes you mobile anytime and anywhere. More information
at www.bosch-do-it.com
You’ll be amazed.

www.bosch-do-it.com

Project

By James Berrangé

Winter warmth with a
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WOOD-BURNING HEATER
plates, a length of 125 mm
tubing for the chimney, a few
pieces of angle iron, flat and
round bars, and I was ready
to roll. Why opt for a square
section? Partly because
it was more conducive to
stacking wood, but also
because the flat front would
make it easier to fabricate
the doors and hinge. Then
it was back to the drawing
board to figure out how I was
going to put it all together!
Some of the elements that
required extra attention were
the alignment of the door
hinges, the construction
of the door catches (which
needed to close tightly),
drawing the patterns, and
cutting the chimney pipe at
exactly 45 degrees so that
the two halves fitted together
perfectly when they were
swivelled around to form a
90-degree angle.
Otherwise, it was a case
of carefully measuring, cutting and welding the various
pieces together. The tools
I used included large and
small angle grinders (fitted
with 1 mm-thick discs for
cutting out the doors), a drill
press (a hand drill will do in
a pinch), a 90°/45° welder’s
magnet, a 140-amp arc
welder, and an oxyacetylene
torch for cutting out the circular hole for the chimney.
To finish, I painted the
heater with NS7, which
is heat resistant to 700°
Celsius. It was hard work,
but the heater turned out so
well that I ended up building
several more. I now have a
warm workshop and some
fun conversation pieces.
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1) Cutting and finishing the square tubing, which can now stand upright.
2) Cutting the hole for the chimney pipe
with my Portapack oxacetylene torch.
Be careful where you place those hoses.
3) Cutting 8 mm steel plate for the tops
and base plates with a large angle grinder.
4) Detail of the finished upper door catch.
Careful work was needed to get a snug fit.
5) Detail showing construction of the
lower door. Both doors simply lift off.
6) Basic assembly showing doors, hinges,
catches, and the grid in the firebox.
7) Rear view showing the construction
and placement of the chimney pipe.
8) The completed stoves awaiting a coat
of heat-resistant paint.
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAMES BERRANGÉ
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Last winter, I froze in my workshop. This winter, I resolved to do something about it – and set out
to build myself a wood-burning heater. Aware that using old LP gas bottles for this kind of thing
was both dangerous and illegal, I made a quick visit to my local scrapyard, where I stumbled upon
a length of 300 mm x 5 mm-thick square steel tubing.
Following that excellent start, I secured some 8 mm steel plate to make the tops and base
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Power tool how-to

By Peter Alkema
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SCROLL SAW
and projects
The scroll saw is used for cutting small and
intricate curves, usually to create a predesigned
pattern out of a thin piece of wood. Modern versions
are mostly electric and feature a very thin blade that
moves up and down. Some models also include a
small light and even a nozzle that blows air to clear the
sawdust from the cutting area.
A unique feature is that the blade can be removed
and reinstalled very quickly, which is useful if the start
of the cut begins in the centre of the wood and cannot
be accessed by cutting from the sides. In this case, a
hole would be drilled through the wood at the start of
the cut; the blade is inserted through it and reattached
to the top and base of the cantilever arm.
Typically, this power tool should be used in a seated
position, as shown in the photograph, due to the long
periods of use and concentration required to guide the
blade through the wood, along the desired pattern.
The two scroll saw projects shown here are cut from
9 mm plywood. The name plate was for my nephew’s
bedroom door and is finished with enamel paint. A
plaque for Mum’s kitchen (not shown here) was varnished with two coats after being sanded to a smooth
finish. These designs were produced on a computer
and then printed out on paper, which was stuck down
to the plywood using temporary wood glue spray.
The pattern was then used to guide the scroll saw
blade as it cut the wood underneath. Once the pattern was cut out in the wood, any paper still stuck
to it was simply sanded off. This technique is a very
popular alternative for woodworking enthusiasts who
prefer more intricate projects with less physical work
or dangerous tools. It can be used to showcase more
artistic, creative skills, which are also important in
woodworking.
Name plates for rooms are superb gifts and simply
require the ability to produce an artistic, age- and
gender-appropriate design. The Internet is a great
resource for free patterns, and for children, any popular character or cartoon can be used, depending on
the level of skill required. The more intricate the pattern, the more practice you will need, so it’s best
to start with something simple and develop your skill
as time allows.
A fun activity for children is to paint the initials of
their names and stick on buttons and other decorations. When we had the children’s weekly art group at
home, I made 13 such letters for all of their friends to
have fun with. My wife chose a font on the computer
and printed out the A4-size letters, which I glued on to
9 mm plywood and cut out with the scroll saw. Juliet’s
finished “J” is shown alongside.
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Extracted from
Woodworking For
Everyone, by Peter
Alkema. Published
by Struik Lifestyle

Project

Project

By Rodger D’Alton

CONSTRUCT A RAFT

How to build a

HUMANE
MOUSETRAP
My wife and I live on the edge of a
wetland and have some unusual creatures that find their way into our house.
We are reluctant to kill them as we can
return them to the wetland, and this is
normally easy to do, but when the mice
arrived, I decided to make a humane
mousetrap.
The box is constructed from melamine-finished chipboard offcuts nailed
together, with a spring-loaded door
and very basic electronics running off
a 12-volt DC supply. The mouse smells
the peanut butter and bread bait at the
back of the trap and walks in. Near the
back of the mousetrap, he interrupts an
infrared beam that energises a solenoid,
releasing the spring-loaded door.
Over one week, we caught nine mice
in the mousetrap.

Let’s assume you need to cross a
big dam or raging torrent (you know,
such as the Breede River in the rainy
season) before a horde of ravenous
zombies arrives and eats your face.
Before panic sets in, it might be a good
idea to build a basic raft that will carry
you to safety (we’ll assume there are no
canoes of powerboats available for hire
at short notice). Since you are unlikely
to have access to a chainsaw, let’s also
assume you will be collecting fallen
timber from the nearby forest. If there is
no nearby forest, now might be a good
time to start running.
Thinking longer term? If you plan to
use your raft after your escape, perhaps
for catching fish or seeking a new mate
among the survivors of the Zombie
Apocalypse, you should probably construct the raft from timber with a high

BOX DIMENSIONS:
Length: 300 mm
Inside width: 110 mm
Inside height: 130 mm
Note: The door is slightly
narrower than the inside
width in order for it to slide up
and down. It’s 155 mm high,
and fitted with two panel pins
for attaching the spring.

level of resins (pine comes readily to
mind). Okay, now to the nitty gritty:
1. Collect 10 or 12 logs of similar size,
ideally at least 3 m in length (this will
provide enough onboard space and
buoyancy for two people). That accomplished, look around for suitable lashing
material: this could be anything from
scraps of rope to fishing line, tent guy
ropes or tough (green) vines.
2. Allow 5 or 5 logs per passenger,
using the best and straightest two logs
to form the raft’s underframe. Lay the
remaining logs side by side, alternating
the taper if necessary; the result should
be an evenly balanced rectangle with
even weight distribution. Place the
underframe logs across the deck, about
20 to 30 cm from each end of the shortest logs and perpendicular to them. If
you have nails or pegs, use these to

secure the central deck logs before
lashing the rest of the raft together.
3. Make sure the logs are wedged tightly.
If your lashing materials are limited, make
sure the centre of your raft is as secure
as possible. If things go wrong, you can
survive losing a log or two from the outsides, but you want the core to be solid.
4. Add reinforcement. A diagonal brace
or pair of braces across the underside
will prevent the raft from twisting. If you
have timber to spare, add an extra log
alongside each brace and another log
balanced along the joint between them.
If your raft needs to carry two or more
people, a pyramid of six logs along
each side is almost essential to provide
the necessary stability and buoyancy.
● With acknowledgement to How to
Carve a Turkey (Hearst Books, a division
of Sterling Publishing Co)

THE NITTY GRITTY

ELECTRONICS
See the basic schematic diagram for the
project here (bit.ly/XEHv7C). The most

important points are:
1) The photo diode (d1) and the photo
transistor (q1) must be directly opposite
each other, thereby creating the infrared
beam. I positioned this arrangement
80 mm from the back and 20 mm from
the trap floor, as seen in the diagram.
2) The solenoid I used was a 12 V DC
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COMPONENT
VALUES:
1) R1: 560 ohm
2) R2: 68 k ohm
3) D1: photo diode
4) Q1: photo transistor
5) U1: ULN2803
6) S1: 12 V DC solenoid

solenoid with a plunger, rescued from
my scrap box. The system is very simple. The spring-loaded door has a hole
drilled into it. In the lifted position, the
solenoid plunger is pushed into the hole,
holding the door in the open position.
When the beam is interrupted, the solenoid is energised, releasing the door.
The only problem with this arrangement
is that the plunger has to be set very
sensitively otherwise the magnetic pull
of the solenoid will not be strong enough
to pull the plunger and release the door.
However, I didn’t find this too much of
a problem. I originally tried using two
springs, placing one on either side, but
found that one was sufficient.

Free at last. Paul Jones
of Global Vision International offers this useful
comment: “For added
buoyancy, people often
overlook the man-made
materials they have with
them. Dry bags filled with
air, tarps and waterproof
jackets can all be used to
create air pockets.”

POWER
I used a 12 V DC power supply for the
project (to match the available solenoid),
but virtually any voltage of power supply
can be used. Be aware, though, that
you’ll have to adjust the values of the
two resistors accordingly.
● See more at: bit.ly/1pPZySG
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We were in a hurry to find a solution,
so I constructed a fairly rough box. The
dimensions are not really critical, but the
idea behind the chosen length and width
was to make sure the mouse was unable
to turn around and exit the trap before
the door came down.
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Load and go
The appropriate tool makes every task easier. That’s as
true for light commercial vehicles as it is for power drills –
especially when your hobby becomes your business.

Stylish – but tough
FORD ODYSSEY RANGER
Look, the Odyssey Ranger may be overkill
for that trip to the nursery to pick up some
extra punnets of ground cover. On the other
hand, should your nursery lie on the other
side of a waist-deep river, look no further.
Seriously, this limited edition version of
the locally built Ford Ranger is not only
extra-tough, but extra-capable. It has been
developed to coincide with the 2014 Ranger
Odyssey off-road challenge, an off-road
competition for two-man teams that this
year covers 12 days, 13 stages, and 2 500
kilometres in Namibia.
The limited edition Odyssey is a doublecab, off-road-ready version of Ford’s
Ranger bakkie. It is based on the recently
launched XL-Plus, which is built to withstand punishing mining environments. In
Odyssey trim, the Ranger gets an accessory pack that includes a snorkel, a steel
bulbar, a diff guard, a rubberised load

box and mean-looking black 17-inch alloy wheels.
Underneath the trimmings, compared with the standard Ranger the XL-Plus features uprated components and heavy-duty design. It has a corrosion-treated, uprated
frame with 3 500 kg towing capacity; front drive shaft joints designed to cope with
extreme mud environments; and stone protection for the rear suspension.
Power is provided by the 110 kW 2,2-litre Duratorq engine mated to a six-speed
manual transmission with locking rear differential and low-range four-wheel drive.
Price: R415 750, including a 5-year/90 000 km service plan.
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Happy hauler
GEELY LOADHOPPER
For those short-haul trips around town,
it’s hard to beat a half-tonner. With load
capacity that’s more than adequate for
smaller jobs and running costs to match,
what’s not to like? Well… possibly the fact
that some of these little runabouts, being
based on passenger car platforms, may
be a little soft for the daily grind. That’s
unlikely to be the case with the Geely
DFSK Loadhopper.
Officially a half-tonner, but rated for
a 600 kg capacity, the Loadhopper is
described as a no-nonsense light commercial. According to the Dacar Motor
Corporation, importers and distributors of
Geely passenger and DFSK light commercial vehicles, the Loadhopper is ideal for
transporting anything from garden rubble
and miniloads to collections, deliveries and
general transport. The 2 m by 1,3 loadbox
is decently sized, too. Powered by a willing
1,3-litre engine, the Loadhopper averages
8,2 litres/100 km. Price: R92 990.
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Space to spare
FORD TRANSIT/TOURNEO
It’s not every day you get to tear around a gymkhana
circuit in a 2-ton pick-up. Still, when you’ve got deliveries
to make, deadlines to meet… there’s something to be said
for being able to thread workhorses like these through
tight spaces, even at pace. As Ford’s new Transit/Tourneo
combo shows, the whole business can be made considerably easier when you have a huge glasshouse for great
visibility, controls as light as a car’s, and thoroughly predictable steering and braking. (For the record, we travelled
rather more sedately on public roads and even more so
when trying our reversing skills.)
Hard on the heels of its passenger-car ramp-up, Ford
is looking to take on the light and medium commercial
market big time. In a broader context, Ford is taking on
Sub-Saharan Africa with a vengeance. With that in mind,
the company put a small fleet of its Transit vans at the
disposal of the motoring media (some of them from north
of our borders) at Nasrec, south of Johannesburg, recently.
The Transit 2-tonner is the full-sized version of the
Transit Custom launched last year. In European-style urban
situations where full-sized trucks are banned from city centres, the Transit is the perfect shuttle option from distribution centre to delivery point. In long wheelbase “jumbo”
format, big brother can lug a formidable total load volume
approaching 15 000 litres. It’s big enough to accommodate up to five Europallets in its panel van configuration.
Plus, there’s a choice of two roof heights and, depending on
configuration, one of three outputs from the same Duratorq
2,2 turbodiesel.
It’s also available as a chassis cab and Tourneo bus with
seating for up to 18. (At this point Ford is not thinking of
taking on the taxi market.) Some versions need a Medium
licence to drive.
These big newcomers beef up the Ford commercial
line-up, which until August 2014 was restricted to the (admittedly wildly popular) Ranger pick-up. What sets these
LCVs apart is their pretty sophisticated equipment level
and carlike driving characteristics. What Ford calls smart
load space features include, in the cab, a full-width overhead shelf and a large hidden compartment under the dual
passenger seat. There are three 12-volt power sockets and
sound system with Bluetooth and USB connectivity.

FORD TRANSIT/TOURNEO: Just the facts
ENGINE.................................... 2,2-litre four-cylinder diesel,
turbocharged
OUTPUTS................................. 92 kW/350 N.m and
114 kW/385 N.m (Transit);
100 kW/350 N.m (Tourneo)
TRANSMISSION........................ 6M
MAXIMUM VOLUME (LWB)......... 14 800 litres
PAYLOAD................................. Up to 2,2 tons
TOWING WEIGHT (LWB) ............ 3 500 kg
DRIVER AIDS AND SAFETY........ ESP with curve control, Load Adaptive
Control, Roll Over Mitigation, Trailer
Sway Control and Hill Launch Assist,
ABS with EBD, optional rear-view camera
with front and rear park sensors

Making the Connection. There’s more on the way. In
2015, the Connect compact van and its Tourneo 5- or
7-seater equivalent make their debut. The Transit version
of the Connect sits on a long wheelbase and uses an
85 kW1,6-litre turbodiesel and 6-speed manual transmission. The short-wheelbase 5-seat Tourneo, a little surprisingly, uses a 74 kW version of the three-time Engine of
the Year award-winning 1,0-litre EcoBoost engine. It
also has a 6-speed manual. A Ford spokesman said in
response to queries about the smaller engine’s suitability
that it had been well accepted in this configuration.
The more upmarket long wheelbase Tourneo Connect
7-seater has a choice of two engines: either the 1,6-litre,
85 kW turbodiesel or a 110 kW 1,6-litre petrol turbo with
6-speed auto.
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JUST STICK IT
Sometimes, only an extra-heavy duty glue gun
can get the job done. Stanley’s Glue Pro features a dual heater to deliver 40 per cent more
glue output than competing units. We’re told that
the auto shut-off feature, aside from making it
safer, also extends the life of the tool. It comes
with high and low temperature settings, and
two tips: a spreader (for wide glue lines) and an
extender (for hard-to-reach areas). Price: about
R650.

Ever heard the old saying, “a poor workman always blames
his tools”? If you’ve ever had to resort to lame excuses when
friends pop over to check out your latest handiwork, chances
are you need to hit the aisles in your local hardware store
and upgrade the contents of your toolbox. Here’s a
selection of cool tools that’ll help you along the way
to DIY success.
* Tools available from select Builders stores.

HANDY DRIVER
Why bother with manual screwdrivers when you can
go electric? Black & Decker’s compact 3,6 V Screwdriver features a 3-position handle, allowing you to
work in restricted spaces. Weighing just 320 grams, it
features a spindle lock and variable speed operation
(0 – 180 r/min), and delivers 3 N.m of torque. Its lithiumion battery can hold a charge for up to 18 months.
Price: about R350.

CUT THE CORD
When it comes to convenience and efficiency, Bosch’s cordless angle grinder, the
GWS 18 V V-Li Professional, is the way to go. Equipped with a robust and durable
high-performance motor, it features a no-load speed of 10 000 r/min and accommodates 115 mm discs. The battery is protected against overload, overheating and deep
discharge, and the motor features overload protection. Price: about R2 050.

WHEN FINE DETAIL MATTERS
If you need to de-burr, grind or polish small
components or tackle any other finely detailed
job, you won’t go wrong with Ryobi’s Mini
Multipurpose Bench Grinder BG-120. It
features fine grit and fibre polishing wheels as
well as a 900 mm-long flexible shaft attachment and variable speed control. Adjustable
eye protection shields and spark protectors
keep you safe while you’re working. Price:
about R700.

MARK WHAT’S YOURS

THREAD DOCTOR
Stripping a thread is enough to make anyone blow a gasket,
and Tork Craft’s 39 Piece Tap and Die Set is just what you
need to remedy the situation. It comes with 16 carbon steel
taps, 16 carbon steel round dies, tap wrenches (M3 – M12),
T-tap wrench, die wrench (25 x 9 mm) and screwdriver pitch
gauge. Price: about R978.

BRUISE PREVENTER

Having your possessions go walkabout is the pits. Tork
Craft’s 13 W Electric Engraver allows you to brand
what’s yours and keep it. Ideal for precision engraving on
metal, glass, wood, plastic, ceramic and leather, it comes
with a stroke adjustment dial that allows you to engrave
either fine lines or deep grooves. Price: about R325.

Whacking your hand with a hammer is not a fun experience. To minimise the risk, you may care to invest in Grip’s
Masonry Chisel. Measuring 57 x 19 x 254 mm, it features
a broad upper handle to deflect inaccurate blows away from
where they can cause damage (you know, like your hand).
Price: about R115.
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DON’T PAINT, SPRAY
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FINE FINISHER
Painting fine detail on projects such as models (or
even fingernails!) is a job for AirCraft’s Airbrush
Compressor Kit. Portable and lightweight, this
quiet, oil-free, piston-type compressor features
thermal and over-pressure protection. It also comes
with auto stop and start functionality. Price: about
R2 000.

Brought to you by builders!

Redecorating needn’t involve messy paint trays and brushes.
Ryobi’s Electric HVLP Paint Sprayer PS-700 can handle
water- and oil-based paints, including lacquers and primers,
as well as stains and wood preservatives. HVLP spray technology delivers a fast, professional finish. The sprayer features
a variable paint flow control and can spray in three patterns:
horizontal, vertical and round. It’s also easy to clean. Price:
about R800.
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